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Urban Forestry Commission 
 

The Urban Forestry Commission was established to advise the Mayor and City Council  

concerning the establishment of policy and regulations governing the protection, management,  

and conservation of trees and vegetation in the City of Seattle  

 
 

March 9, 2011 
Meeting Notes  
 
Seattle Municipal Tower Room 2750 
700 5th Avenue, Seattle 
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 
Attending  

Commissioners  Staff  
Matt Mega (MM) – chair Sandra Pinto de Bader (SPdB) - OSE 
John Small (JS)– vice chair  
Nancy Bird (NB) Public 
Gordon Bradley (GB) Steve Zemke (SZ) 
John Floberg (JF) Michael Oxman (MO)  
Jeff Reibman (JR) Margaret Thouless (MT) 
Peg Staeheli (PS)  
  
Absent- Excused  
John Hushagen (JH)  
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http://www.seattle.gov/trees/meetingdocs.htm
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_________________________ 

Public Input: 

 

From: Michael Oxman [mailto:michaeloxman@comcast.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2011 11:44 AM 
To: Harper, Ruth 
Cc: Dewald, Shane; PintodeBader, Sandra; Rasmussen, Tom; SeattlePOSA@yahoogroups.com 
Subject: Comments to Freight Advisory Board 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
  
Thanks for the opportunity to address the Seattle Freight Advisory Board. I am a member of a tree advocacy group 
called SOUFI (Save Our Urban Forest Infrastructure). I am concerned about the sparse urban forest in SODO and 
other industrial zones. I feel the need to navigate trucks should no longer exclude the presence of a significant tree 
population.  
  
I hope the Seattle Freight Advisory Board can place an item on the March 15, 2011 agenda to discuss how to 
achieve an increase in sustainable urban forest canopy cover over industrial districts, while maintaining freight 
mobility. The 2 primary ways to increase canopy are planting new areas, & maintaining existing trees, shrubs and 
groundcovers.  
http://www.seattle.gov/sfab/default.htm 
  
The Seattle Comprehensive Plan states environmental goal D2 of improving quality of life, air quality and land 
values with a sustainable green canopy occupying 40% of the city’s land base. 
http://www.seattle.gov/DPD/Planning/Comprehensive_Plan_Annual_Amendments/Proposed2007Amendments/d
efault.asp 
  
The 2007 Urban Forest Management Plan states that ‘Freight Movers’ should be consulted prior to developing a 
picture of where these new trees can be located and maintained to achieve canopy cover of 10% of the land in this 
management unit. A tree planting goal of 640,000 trees over 30 years was established by this plan. See Chapter 
4.7; Table 14; Page 84.  
http://www.seattle.gov/environment/documents/Final_UFMP.pdf 
  
A more recent survey of satellite images shows the current amount of planted permeable surface area is only 4.3% 
of industrial zones.  
http://www.seattle.gov/trees/docs/Tree_Canopy_Assessment_Council_EEMU.pdf 
  
The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has recognized this need for adding more than double the amount of 
landscaping in SODO and other industrial zones. The Urban Forestry Commission has stated that new planting 
areas available in the industrial districts should be a priority that needs design work, stakeholder awareness, and 
financial planning to commence before new construction takes place.   
http://www.seattle.gov/trees/docs/Commission_minutes/2011%20Minutes/030211%20DRAFT%20meeting%20su
mmary.pdf 
  
The land ownership where these changes will occur is on both private property and SDOT right of ways. This will 
involve a partnership between interested parties. I suggest that the Freight Advisory Board schedule talks with the 
Urban Forestry Commission to align the positions on how this zone can be transformed from bleak grey concrete 
to lush green landscape.  
http://www.seattle.gov/trees/UFcommission.htm 
  
The Seattle ReLeaf program details current efforts to refine Geographic Information System (GIS) databases, 
planting programs, and public awareness efforts to achieve measurable improvement in sustainability of our green 
infrastructure.  

http://www.seattle.gov/sfab/default.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/DPD/Planning/Comprehensive_Plan_Annual_Amendments/Proposed2007Amendments/default.asp
http://www.seattle.gov/DPD/Planning/Comprehensive_Plan_Annual_Amendments/Proposed2007Amendments/default.asp
http://www.seattle.gov/environment/documents/Final_UFMP.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/trees/docs/Tree_Canopy_Assessment_Council_EEMU.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/trees/docs/Commission_minutes/2011%20Minutes/030211%20DRAFT%20meeting%20summary.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/trees/docs/Commission_minutes/2011%20Minutes/030211%20DRAFT%20meeting%20summary.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/trees/UFcommission.htm
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http://www.seattle.gov/trees/ 
  
Our group would be happy to provide more information on the process of how these plans were developed. I 
appreciate your voluntary service to the community. 
  
Arboreally yours, 
  
Michael Oxman 
2317 Harbor Ave SW 
Seattle, WA 98126 
(206) 949-8733 
michaeloxman@comcast.net 
www.SaveSeattlesTrees.com 

http://www.seattle.gov/trees/
mailto:michaeloxman@comcast.net
http://www.saveseattlestrees.com/

